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Posted: Sep 02, 2013
SAVANNAH, Ga. -  All eyes nationwide in NCAA Division II women's soccer will turn towards the Coastal Empire area this
weekend for 2013 the Holiday Inn Express Midtown Savannah "Clash on the Coast," hosted by Armstrong Atlantic State
University and featuring four of the Top 13-ranked programs in the country for a unique event to kick off the 2013 women's
soccer season.
The No. 5-ranked and host Pirates (19-2-2 a year ago) will welcome in defending national champion and preseason No. 1-
ranked West Florida (24-1), 2010 NCAA DII National Champion and preseason No. 2-ranked Grand Valley State (20-2-3) as
well as preseason No. 13-ranked Columbus State (18-3-2) for tournament action on Friday, September 8 and Sunday,
September 10, at the Armstrong Soccer Field.
The tournament begins at 1 p.m. on Friday with fifth-ranked Armstrong facing second-ranked Grand Valley State, and
continues with a 3:30 p.m. match between top-ranked West Florida and No. 13-ranked Columbus State. The weekend
concludes on Sunday with an 11:00 a.m. matchup between Grand Valley State and Columbus State, then a 1:30 p.m.
showdown between Armstrong and West Florida.
Usually, clashes between such highly-ranked opponents are saved for the end of the season when NCAA Championship
play takes center stage, but head coach Eric Faulconer did not have a problem getting the participating schools to commit to
coming to Savannah for the event.
"I think we have put together the best four-team regular season women's soccer tournament in the country at any level,"
Faulconer said. "Grand Valley State and West Florida are the premier programs at the NCAA Division II level and Columbus
State is a perennial Top 10 power. All the coaches involved did not hesitate one second to jump at the opportunity to commit
and bring this event together."
The Pirates have a great amount of experience against the teams in the field, having faced Grand Valley State in a
tournament setting to open up last year, while also facing national champion West Florida twice and Columbus State three
times during the 2012 campaign. Armstrong went 2-0-1 against Columbus State, prevailing in penalty kicks in the NCAA
Southeast Region championship match. The Pirates were 1-1 against West Florida, downing the Argonauts 2-1 in
Pensacola during the regular season - the only loss experienced by UWF last year - but falling 1-0 in the NCAA
Q u art erfi n al s. Gr a n d V all e y k n o c k e d off Ar m str o n g, 3- 1, i n t h e 2 0 1 2 s e a s o n o p e n er.
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